
 

 

 
 

 
I am deeply honored to be participating in the Greenwood Art Project’s commemoration of the 
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre with my installation The American Dream. 
 
The Greenwood Art Project is “an initiative of the 1921 Tulsa Massacre Centennial 
Commission" and is broadly supported by the Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge. I 
have received funding from the Tulsa Artist Fellowship, and of course the Greenwood Art 
Project itself. To fund my portion of the project, I am seeking additional support. I welcome all 
levels of sponsorship. 
 
Tulsa’s Greenwood Art Project has already gained national attention—from mention 
in Forbes and the New York Times, to placing Tulsa on both Conde Nast’s and National 
Geographic’s best travel destinations in 2021. With eyes around the world turning towards 
Tulsa, this is an unprecedented opportunity for visibility. 
 
The American Dream 
 
The American Dream is my contribution to the Greenwood Art Project, which is a cultural 
initiative of thirty-three discrete artists/makers or collectives tasked “to add a cultural component 
to the many activities and programs the 1921 Centennial Commission will host during the 
centennial year.” As a living memorial to a tragic history, the Greenwood Art Project seeks to 
rethink the expected forms of commemoration. The Greenwood Art Project is overseen by 
nationally recognized lead artists Rick Lowe and William Cordova, with Tulsa luminary Jerica 
D. Wortham as program director. 
 
The American Dream is slated for installation at the Oxley Nature Center May 2021. Built 
around a refugee tent, such as those used following the Tulsa Race Massacre, it will be covered 
with marigold flowers, placed in a forest at the Oxley Nature Center, and filled with archival 
photographs of the rubble. The marigolds visually recall the firebombs that destroyed people’s 
homes. Yet even as they memorialize an act of violence, the marigolds also suggest renewal and 
rebirth.  
 
Archival photographs from the Tulsa Historical Society have been digitally collaged to line the 
interior of the tent. Invisible from the outside, the powerful interiority of these images serves as a 
reminder of inter-generational trauma, as oppression affects our DNA. My reconstructed refugee 
tent will be placed in my own site of refuge and rejuvenation: the forest. Nestled in the woods, 
my tent will be covered with marigolds suggesting its own metamorphosis. Further sculptural 



 

 

memorials comprised of marigolds will be created in various other locations at Oxley Nature 
Center, converting the entire preserve to a living memorial.  

 

The public is invited to use the marigolds to adorn the exterior of the tent, creating new floral 
structures that eventually will overtake it as a gesture of complete absorption and regeneration. 
During the course of the installation, the tent will itself transform - in much the same way that 
we are working to transform society in 2021, rebuilding from the rubble of the past. The goal of 
my installation is in line with the larger goals of the Greenwood Art Project:  “to strive to create 
art that activates the community towards healing from our history, rebuilding, and re-cultivating 
Greenwood Avenue in the most beautiful and authentic way.” 

 

The American Dream is ultimately intended to offer a synergetic space: one where people from 
all walks of life come together for the purpose of transformation. I compose aesthetic 
sanctuaries, collective retreats from the anxieties and upheavals of life, sites for wonder, 
meditation, and peace.”   
 
 
The Funding Levels Chart details rewards for different levels of sponsorship.  The American Dream by SARAH AHMAD  

 

An interactive installation within the Greenwood Art Project initiative of the 1921 Tulsa Massacre Centennial Commission. 

* Handmade marigold flowers match those in the installation; six will come in handmade embroidered pouch 

 

The American Dream  
Sponsorship & Reward Levels $25 

 
$100—   

 
$500—   

 
$1000—   

 
$5000—   

 
$7000 

 
$10,000 

 

Named sponsor on artist’s website 
P P P P P P P 

Handmade marigold flower with 
card from artist 

 1 4 6*    

Group donor tour 
  P P P P P 

Name on signage 
   P P P P 

Private guided tour of installation 
   P P P P 

Garland of handmade marigold 
flowers in handmade pouch 

    P P P 

Exclusive 12” reprint of image from 
installation, signed by artist 

     1 2 
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